Working Creatively with Technology
Here are some creative ways that people we’ve come across use their electronic gadgetry to make their lives just a little bit easier.  If you have any further suggestions that you’d like to share with others, please email me and I will update this document.   Ramesh Mehay rameshmehay@googlemail.com.
Making/Taking Notes/Getting rid of paper
· You can download all sorts of digital sound recording apps (for research or taking quick notes)  for your iPhone, Android or whatever.  Some are crummy and if you’re after a specific gadget, then get a Sony ICDX78 – which is a gem. It records at a quality just good enough to get acceptable voice recognition using Dragon. It is a good way to make notes from old fashioned books when out and about. 

· If you’re in a lecture listening and looking at someone’s presentation, rather than tiring your poor little fingers out, take a photo using your phone’s camera.  

· Alternatively, you could even you the video functionality of most phones to record bits of a lecture or teaching session.

· If you’re a facilitator (or even a learner) and you’ve got several pages of stuff captured on flipchart paper, rather than ripping them off and lugging them around – leave them on the flip-pad and take a photo.  The quality is usually awesome, it’s at your fingertips (and unlikely to be misplaced) and there’s no paper lying all over the floor in your office.

· Paperport – is one piece of software that I think all households should have.   Paperport is a document management software which (if you got a scanner) allows you to scan and store all sorts of things in a visually attractive electronic folder system.  You can do all sorts of things like email a document directly from the application or search for specific terms in a document.  I use it for all household and work stuff – from the bills to the accounts.   Best used with a scanner with duplex functionality (meaning it can scan both sides of a document at once).  The one I like most are the ones by Fujitsu – like the fi-6130 (costs £400 but worth it because it can also scan 50 pages in one go without you having to be there).

· Dropbox – is a great online service where your documents are stored online securely.  Access them from a laptop, iphone or your PC.  The advantage is that you don’t get into a piggledy mess with having 101 different versions on different PCs.  And you can roll back to an earlier version if you need to.

· In the past I have used a portable single line scanner  (like the C-pen www.cpen.com) whilst reading books on the train, but I that is too tedious now. The inbuilt scanners in iPhone will paste up your picture and optically recognise it. 

Reading books on the go

· My Kindle gadget is great too. Whilst it is only black and white, some medical textbooks are available for it, Amazon pay for the 3G access that lets you surf, and it keeps a log of the last page read whether that is on the kindle itself or on a PC or iphone.  The main joy is non-medical – I am learning French, and have loaded up free novels e.g. Emile Zola. If I don’t understand a word, I highlight it, and the inbuilt English French dictionary translates it.   

· Alternatively, try getting an ipad and download the Kindle app there.   It works in the same way.  Whenever I go on holiday, I now have a selection of books with me that I can read without having to squeeze them all into the suitcase.  The great thing about the Kindle app (like the Kindle gadget) is that you can highlight bits of text, make notes and do all sorts that you can’t do on a book.

Dr. Ramesh Mehay, Programme Director (Bradford), 2011


